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�� Lower fees, local rebates for lower prices 
�� More job opportunities for everyone 
�� Affordable stock with a predictable return 
�� You have a say in how your money is used 
�� Free checking, ATM card, online banking 
�� State-of-the-art security, inflation protection 

�� Focus on small business lending 
�� Supports cooperatives and local startups 
�� Local credit/debit cards with no fees 
�� Advertises your business 24/7 
�� Promotes "buy local", attracts customers 

�� LARGE contributions to the community, even 
in the first year: extra funding for food banks, 
the arts, education, sustainable agriculture, 
and so forth — as voted by the depositors 

�� Empowers people everywhere, near and far 
�� Hands-on democracy builds community, 

cooperation and security 
�� Promotes corporate reform for sustainability 

and dedication to the common good 
�� Regenerative, compassionate, democratic 

community-based economics —  
a hopeful step towards a better world 
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Depositors will use a no-fee local credit/debit 
card for purchases from participating local 
businesses or even get “cash back” with no 
purchase. Any business can accept the card 

using a card-swipe, cell 
phone, or the internet. 
Funds will be credited 
to the business account 
the same day. 
 

Local no-fee processing can save our local 
businesses (and the community) two percent 
plus a per-transaction fee on credit card 
transactions, amounting to many thousands 
of dollars saved every month.  

 

Investments in common good banks are  
designed to have a completely predictable 
return and to be easily resold, working like 
a high-interest one-month certificate of  
deposit (CD). Depositors will be able to buy 
even a few dollars worth of stock, to become 
an owner of the bank. Voting is one vote per 
person, not one vote per share. 
 

The planned resale 
price per share is 
based on an annual 
financial return 
equal to the true 
rate of inflation, 
calculated and 
compounded 

monthly. On average, long term, this rate has 
been roughly equal to the average return for 
stock market investments — about 6%. 
 
*No common good bank exists yet. This is not an offer to sell shares. 
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Common good banks  
will be different: 
 

�� All profits go to schools / nonprofits. 
�� Depositors decide what the bank 

should invest in. 
�� Free local credit card processing for 

local businesses. 
�� Micro-loans for new businesses 

and community projects. 
�� A full range of secure, user-friendly 

FDIC-insured banking services. 
�� Committed to sustainability and 

economic justice. 
 
This is not just another bank with a 
social mission. This is  
 

a social mission  
with a BANK.  

 

Sign up NOW with no cost or obligation. 

Common  
Good 
FINANCE  

creating common good banks™����

TM 

democratic economics for a sustainable world 



Many local businesses will offer a percentage 
rebate to members of the common good bank 
(often 5 or 10%). Half the rebate goes to the 
Community Fund, half to the customer. The 
customer pays the usual price, by check or 
Common Good Card. The bank calculates and 
distributes the rebates. 
 

In compensation for the rebate, the bank  
advertises the business on the radio, in print 
and 24/7 on the internet. 
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Common good banks will look at what new 
industries are needed in the community and 
will proactively offer funding for them,  
including capital for cooperative projects and 
microloans to start your own small business. 

Providing a low-risk pool for individual and 
group investments, common good banks can 
strengthen our local economies — for better 
work choices, higher pay and job security. 
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Depositors guide the bank’s lending priorities 
and contributions to the community, using a 
unique combination of democratic systems  
including direct vote, direct representation, 
town meeting style discussions and a spirit of 
consensus. Here’s how it works: 

You get to vote! You also 
choose another member 
as your ongoing Proxy. 
Then, whenever you do 
not vote, your Proxy's 
vote counts for you too. 
 

Voting is by penny vote 
(for budget-type issues) 
or by multiple choice with 
pairwise comparison. 
You grade each option 
A,B,C,D,E or “NO”. The 
most preferred widely 
acceptable option wins. 

Common good banks will balance benefit to  
individuals with equal  benefit to the greater 
good, so that depositors can empower others 
while benefiting personally as well.  
 

After a variety 
of benefits to  
member  
depositors,  
the bank’s profits  
will go to the community  
— half locally and half to empower people 
elsewhere, for strong local economies, a 
healthy sustainable world, and the well being 
of all people. 

��""������#�����
  

��""����� 	�

�  

Once the first common good banks open, any 
community anywhere can start one quickly 
and easily in just a few days, with no need for a 
bank building. 
 

Each community will have its own Community 
Fund for business contributions and bank 
profits. Each community decides for itself 
what to fund and what to invest in. 
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All banks create money. Money is just an  
accounting system, keeping track of who is  
entitled to how much  
goods and services. 
 
Mostly, in today’s  
world, for-profit  
corporations create  
and control our 
money, deciding what  
to invest in and what to  
fund. By law, their  
top priority is profit. 
 
With common good banks, communities can  
create and control money for the common good. 
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By supporting the 
 local community 

and  the common 
 good in this way, 

 participating 
 businesses benefit 

 from a positive image,  
increased business, 

 customer loyalty and a 
stronger home community. 

 

Together, common good banks can invest in 
large-scale cooperative projects — for stable 
lower prices and community control — and  
can reform key corporations for sustainability. 


